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The President was not in the council-chamber, but in the
library and invited me to come in and join him. Browning
and Colonel Moore, his Private Secretary, were with him.
Marshal Gooding soon came in and said the committee
had arrived and would wait upon the President. It had
been arranged that he would receive them in the East
Room. We accordingly went down by the private stairs.
Marshal Gooding, though a very good man, perhaps, has
no organizing or arranging powers, and there was consid-
erable delay and awkwardness in getting things in trim.
The President, with those of us who were with him, had to
stand for about ten minutes in the room near its centre,
while Gooding was beckoning the crowd forward with
his hat, and occasionally entreating them to move on.
McCulloch, Browning, Randall, and myself were with the
President. General Grant soon joined us, and it was so ar-
ranged, whether properly or not I do not know, that Gen-
eral Grant should be on the immediate right and I on the
left of the President. The absence of Stanton was, there-
fore, the more conspicuous. Reverdy Johnson read the
address to the President with some earnestness and em-
phasis. The latter replied extemporaneously, but happily
and well.

Dined with Seward this evening. The dinner was in
honor of Queen Emma of the Sandwich Islands. President
Johnson and all the Cabinet with their ladies, except
Stanton and Mrs. Stanton, were present. Mrs. S. is said
to be not very well.

August 19, Sunday. Senator Doolittle spent three hours
with me this morning. He had breakfast with the Presi-
dent and came from there to my house. We went over the
questions of the day very fully. He is very earnest to get
rid of Stanton; wished me to go with him and see Seward
and Grant. I satisfied him it was not best for me to meddle
with the subject; told him I would not unless requested by
the President.